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‘Were you looking to bo KoU 
together by lawyers? 

Or by an agreentent on a paper? 

Or by arms? 

Nay, nor the world nor any living 
thing will so toKoroJ 

WALT WHITMAN 
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|i;£ET STREET rumours almost 
Jinvariabb t^irn out to be innac- 
aic, but they do prosidc the day’s 
^iiional headlines, and this is 
sells the papers. But the 
ars which always seem to be 
hi it, in sptte of official denials, 
pern newspaper mergers, take- 
^ and closures. All last week 
|jt\tfnours were being circulated 
Beaverbrook was , about to 
the one-and-half million cir- 
3n Sunday Dispatch with his 

_ fciy Express, and thus push the 

i % of that successful advert- 

m medium beyond the 4 
mark. And in fact last 
ay the rumour was admitted to 
ac by the managing Director of 
dated Newspapers Ltd., owners 
Sunday Dtspatcih (and pub- 
of fhe Evening AVmt w'hich 
ar swallowed up the Star and 
I Dm7y Mut 7 which did Ukew’ise 

\y, Kews Chronicle), 


: are not opposed to 'Hradition'^ 
Bon principle—indeed we chink 
gate so good that any future 
[^socTciy^ would do aU in its 
to give them new^ life!—but 
oppose the auiomaiic accepc- 
.vthat ideas, institutions or w^hat 
^ you, that have survived for 
s! a century are without 
Dn part of our heritage. It 
be said, of course, that we 
bldn’t be anairhisis if we didn’t 
such an attitude to tmditlon. 
is a mistaken interpretation of 
I anarchist approach svhtch is not 
j of mocking all that is establish- 
bui of questioning the validity of 
epted*^ views and attitudes in the 
[next of present day social and 
runic possibilities and aspira- 
Perhaps wc can illustrate 
Ewfoat wc mean by reference to the 
* case of the Sunday Dispatch, 
f d At a Labour rally in Devon last 

week-end Mr. Harold Wilson, the 
Labour Shadow Chanel lor, de¬ 
clared: 

1 dofi7 thiijL tlt&t w< democrai:^ 
can reimui ficuij^ about M:Lion& which 
naiy to our people hatvini fewer and 
^fver pftpen from which to take their 

dipiee. 

And he called on the GovemmefU 
m halt Fres^ mergers at least until 
the Royal Commission on the Press 
insde Tts report. 

To our ounds, Mr. Wilson was 
talking like some unimaginative 
sdioolmaster who had been teaching 
W the szne clas& for so many years 
tbst he had ceased to give any 
lliought to what he said, a human 
gramophone record, unaware that 
wliai he said might be right or 
wmng. uuidated or even beside the 
The fact that the Sunday 
Dispatch has been pubJislied for the 
pust means nothing unless 
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Our Unfree Press 


we know something about the kind 
of paper it has been during this 
period. We sampled the Sunday 
pisparch for a period of years in the 
'40s and we have no hesitation in 
describing it as one of the yellowest, 
sensationalist rags we have set eyes 
on, and whilst we passionately be¬ 
lieve in the freedom of the press we 
are delighted that in this era of free 
enterprise capitalism (in which to 
disprove their faith in the advantages 
of “healthy competition” capitalist- 
dog is eating capitalist-dog to the 
point of indigestion!) the "Sunday 


Dispatch is the fourth Sunday news- 
paper to close within the last year! 

The only argument for the publi¬ 
cation of many new^spapers w^hich 
specialist in rubbish as against a few 
mass-circulation newspapers pub¬ 
lishing rubbish is that the former 
provides more work for journalists, 
printers, paper manufacturers, dis¬ 
tributors, etc. than the latter. The 
“choice” to which Mr. Wilson refers 
is limited to rubbish. He may be 
prepared to defend such a choice to 
his dying f^rty - parliamentary - 
breath. We who are not looking for 


votes (nor “rely”, as so many MPs 
do, to supplement their £1.750 “pit¬ 
tances”, on occasional or regular 
w'ell-paid commissions from the 
millionaire-Press), have no reason to 
spray the stinking dustbins of Fleet 
Street with attar of roses, and are 
free to judge a newspaper or period¬ 
ical by quite different standards. In 
our opinion it is only in a really free 
society that one could hope to have 
a press which would publish objeci- 
ive reports on the news, on the 
grounds that only in a free society 
Continued on page 3 


NO COMMONWEALTH HERE \ 


THREE FLOURISHING EMPIRES 


LORD MARKS EMPIRE 

QNLY a few days before his 
“elevation” for public services 
and philanthropy Str Simon Marks 
was lording over the 35th Anmial 
General Meeting of Marks & Spen¬ 
cer Ltd., and with the kind of 
balance sheet they had before them, 
one can imagine that shareholders 
would think no honour-too great 
for their chairman. Before them 
they had a ten-year succ^s stor>% 
of * increased turnover, increased 
prohts. increased taxalionf!), im 
creased dividends (most important 
of all) and increased reserves. Look 
at some of the figures of this success 
siurv : 

1961 1952 

£ £ 

Turnover 166.5m. 75.Sm. 

Profits before 

taxation ... 20.4m. 4.9m, 

Profits net ■ 10.3m. 2.3m. 

Dividends (net) ... 6.4m. LOm. 

Profit retained 

in business - 3,7m. l.Zni. 

Dividend payments represent a 
47i per cent, return compared with 
a mere 40 per cent, last year. One 
of the interesting points which 
emerge from these figures is the way 
the rate of profit has iocreased in 
these 10 years. Thus in 1952 it was 
about 6| per cent, whereas in 1961 
it has risen to 12 per cent. Sir 
Simon referred proudly to the 
efiicieni and economic udmiriistra- 
livc machine which is the envy of 
businessmen all over the world. 
But even assuming that this is the 
major reaskm for tlie increased rate 
of profit and not increased prices 
the fact remains that the benefits 
of thi^ efficiency arc not passed on 
to I he consunicr but arc pui into the 
[jovkcis of shareholders, We have 
always argued that any increases in 
profiu tax which governnienls may 
impose are not borne by the share 
holders if they can help it but are 
passed on to the public in the form 
of higher prices. In the figures 
above, though the turnover has a 
liiile more than doubled in ten years, 
profits before taxation have quad¬ 
rupled. Taxation alsRi quadrupled 
(From £2.7m. to £t0,2m.) while net 
profit was more tfiun four times 
greater in 1961 ihar* in 1952. 


How many workers, whose “loy* 
ally and devotioo” Sir Simon was 
the first to acknowledge, and whom 
he thanked “warmly and sincerely” 
on behalf of the Company, could 
tell such a success story with their 
wage packets? 

THE UNION MINIERE EMPIRE _ 
Brussels last month the Union 
Mmiere du Haul-Kaianga held 
the annual general meeting of its 
shareholders, and the Chairman’s 
report was again a success story. 
The gross profits for this company 
which employs about 20,000 people 
was 4,000,000,000 Belgian francs 
which is £28 million. Just suppos¬ 
ing these profits were distributed to 
the people employed, instead of in 
taxes and dividends, then each em¬ 
ployee would have drawn an extra 
£1,400 for the year, which is prob¬ 
ably more than most Congo miners 
earn in their working fives! How¬ 
ever the chairman was careful to 
point out that the private share¬ 
holders only received 39 per cent, 
while the Congolese Govemmeni 
and the Katanga Government re¬ 
ceived the other 61 per cent, except 
for a small matter of 88 million 
francs (£630,000} which was the 
Bdeian State’s share. 

It would be interesting to know in 
what proponion the Katanaga gov¬ 
ernment and the Central Govem- 
iiicnt shared tBe 61 per cent., and 


also into whose pockets most of it 
went. 

One most revealing passage in the 
Chairman’s speech which should be 
noted by the critics of Freedom's 
“Congo fine” is the folowing. 

The hopes expre^xed last year to see 
the newly independent Congo follow its 
destiny in an atmosphere of peace and 
order have been dashed. However the 
irta! hm been less serious for union 
miniesre; the events of July 1 960 only 
np.'^et the life of the company during 
Oi'o or three days and were praciitGtfy 
without any repercussion on its indm- 
trktl activities us a whole. 

That last sentence, which we have 
italicised* makes you think doesn’t 
it? And by way of a postscript, 
what about Mr. Hammarskjold’s 
statement at the United Nations on 
Tuesday that “the grievous stage” in 
the Congo was over. His statement, 
according to the Reuter report, “was 
regarded as a virtual declaration 
that the crisis had ended”. 

What a joke! 

DR, BEECHING'S EMPIRE 
T AST Monday, Dr. Beeching, 
British Transport’s new £24,060 
per annum Chairman met the Press 
and outlined some of the treatment 
he proposed for the ailing railways. 
He came to the revolutionarv' 
decision that if the railway system 
was to show a profit then the con¬ 
sumer must pay more, for “fares. 
Continued on page 4 


MANY. people will feel that yet 
another step has been taken 
towards the aim of “peaceful co¬ 
existence” after the Khnishchev- 
Kennedy meetings in Vienna. The 
chummy hand-shake, the cosy lun¬ 
cheon, the shared joke and the 
wifely tete-a-tete must have eased 
the troubled minds of millions of 
people anxious about the future. 

But what have we learned about 
the Vienna meeting* and what poli¬ 
tical agreements have been made 
which w'ould justify a rise in spirits? 

Little light was thrown on the pos¬ 
sible outcome by the dozens of 
highly-paid pundits, skilled in the 
business of filling newspaper space 
and broadcasting time on these oc¬ 
casions with nothing more than wind, 
which is supposed to pass for 
wisdom. 

In his first public address after 
his return to America Kennedy 
stated; 

'Mr. Khrushchev and I had a very full 
and frank exchange of views on major 
Tssues which now divide our iwo coun- 
iries, I win tefl you now it was a v^ry 
sober two days. There was no dis- 
couTLcsy. no loss of tempers, no Ihreau 
or ultimatums on either side. No advan¬ 
tage or concession was either gained or 
given. No major decision was either 
planned or taken. No spectacular pro* 
gmss was either achieved or pretended/’ 

But, he concluded, the talks had 
been “useful”. 

Since It must have been known 
that no advantage or concession 
would be gained or given, w’hy was 
the meeting tn Vienna planned at 
all? 

We can be sure it was not only to 
satisfy personal curiosity. 

It is often difficult to make sense 
out of political language, but wc 
have become used to the devious 
ways of political exchanges between 
powerful states and when we read 
that “there was no discourtesy' , , , 
no threats or ultimatums on either 
side" even though “no concession 
was gained or given'* the implication 
is that the “way is being cleared 
again for negotiations”; the air will 
not be quite so heavy with abuse and 
threats between the Soviet Union 
and the United States—for the 
moment. 





















\\VMt \ M,utut tjfL’cri Jcft CAJmhndgi: 

... jmi j|( 2 a, Ijc .’ifstt 

■^U liiigiiind; ;iniJ since then he has 
lived ahnmJ leachiny in Fmnee and 
Tut^o and uorkin^i al Anicrican imivc*' 
>Hic> TfOTTi tiuic time he ha.% re¬ 
visited his naiive land, ami frt^m imu 
U> Ume he hAs abo published articles 
exaniiinnp iH cultural shoncommgs. 
Seven of these have now been cnllecied. 
conncLtcd by a personal commentary* 
ind published ns a book*, h is des¬ 
cribed in the blurb as nn “eKiremdy 
provocative and vigorous appraisal of 
life and lefters in linglnnd and America 
today" and '"a challenge of real impor- 
fanec ■, It is in fact much less than this. 

an English publisher said to him 
ihree years ago. Grefen is "ju^l another 
cKpalriatc critic . , sniping at England 
from a safe distance*'—in this case the 
3,000 miles of the Atlantic (the book is 
reproduced from an American singinat 
and is written in "mid^.Atlantic" prose 
with an eye on two publicsl. But even 
if he says little that is new and even 
less than is relcvani. he shouldn't he dis¬ 
missed compleicK, 

Green has made the not entirely fresh 
discovery that there is somcihing rotten 
in the state of English culture. But in- 
stead ot trying lo define it* like Leavjs 
(one of his heroes) or Raymond Wil¬ 
liams. he prefers lo treat it as if it were 
something nasty in the woodshed—it can 
be bUtmed for everything vvithout any¬ 
one saying exactly what it is. He dc‘ 
dares at one point that there is "some- 


F R E E 0 O W 


Distorted Reflections 


thing wrong with Lnehnul hm then 
relapses into further vugucnesi^, English 
life is arisiocraric xvhen ii shtnild be 
democratic, dumiiuUcd b> The .South in 
stead of the North. nrid *1% chid quality 
IS gcniiemanlincsv instead ot "decenev ' 
Now Lawrence or Orwell (two more oi 
his hernesl could have carried this sort 
111 (hing ofL one by rhetoric and the 
either by dear passion. Green has 
neither—his icchntque is the fiat rcpeii- 
imn of questionable generalisations; 

"Culturally, everyone m England is a 
conservativo" (everyone?); "every educa¬ 
ted man in England is a gentlenan’* 
(every?); England "is no longer a gen¬ 
tleman's country* and all the men of 
sensibiliiy are gentlemen’’ (all'M; "ihe 
Welfare Stale is no genUcnian*s country, 
and an educated Englishman . . . cannot 
fed it. lo be anything but unpalatable, or 
at least unexciting” (cannot?); "the 
English educated man b Kosirle to demo¬ 
cracy and comemporancity and normal¬ 
ity'* and is ''essentially anii-American” 
(7?); English culiural leaders "have re¬ 
treated from cultural responsibility" (??l: 


■'arfair^ in England have taken a definiie 
lurn towards the lenunine" (feminmc?); 
"seir-tcspcotmg. sdf-propagaiing passion** 
atu life-where will you find that?’’ 
(ainonj; nwi ot m> friends, to start 
wiihi; "there hav^ never been any work¬ 
ing-class wTiicrs in England. And during 
this ceniury, of course, literature has 
retreated up the social ladder. All our 
authors iife public schoolboys" (never? 
of course’ ali?)i "liierc has been no 
enthusiasm in England for a long time. 
But there could be" (there isK 
There is plenty more of this, and it 
spoils his main thesis, which i$ impttnani 
and true. If only he had dropped the 
hectoring tone he can’t manage and the 
air of certainty he has no right to, and 
cut out the embarrassing and irrelevant 
commentary, and compressed the seven 
articles into one well-const rueted up-to- 
date one, he would have been far more 
worth reading. As it is. what he says 
about a poem by Robert Graves applies 
with added force to his own book : it is 
"so impoverished by *|>crsonaI‘ feeling 
that the poem ends up quite crudely 


pompous and ^[uptd" 

What It al] really adds up to b r - 
Our culture is dominaieil h> the upper 
middle-class Tclfcnnsciou% cxclusiv 

snohbi.vh, metropolitan. ‘"mtcIkciiMF 
■‘bourgcais . "gcmlcmanly” ti idition 

Thif ol course is u nintler of ^ 
knowledge Lcavi^. L.^wreiKc and 
w'cll aren't cxacily obscure people as one 
might imagine from reading this biM-k 
and what h interesting is Green'* n. »cdy. 
He has two curr- ' Americanism” and 
"decency". 

I can see the point of calling m the 
New World lo redress the balance of the 
Old, in culture as in viihcr things but 
noi qLiilc in Green's terms .^mcriCB. 
which we despise, starids tor health, and 
we stand for sickness* ^is jt as simple 
aN that ’ "Life, nowadays, has an a- 
elusive] > .American accent, he msistv, 
"On the otljcr hand, one would hate to 
he an Amertcan.’* So, apparently, the 
thing to do is to follow Heard and 
Huxley and Isherwood and Auden and 
he an Englishman living in Amenci— 
best of both worlds and all that. In 
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CANE of the most constant objections 
mised against the theory of an 
anarchist state is that “enlightened self- 
interest" might be all very w^cll for those 
ot us who arc strong, healthy and resil¬ 
ient, but those who through no fault of 
their own are underprivileged and iU- 
equtpped for Life would be forced to 
"go to the wall ', and consequently suiter 
much more through their "defects'' than 
they have to in an authoritarian society. 
This siaicmcnt, apart from contaming 
a tacit acknow'ledgement that our 
society is more akin to a baitk-fieid than 
a playing-field, also implit.'s that Gov¬ 
ernment is luJlilling a good and worthy 
1 unction in helping the fallen back to 
their feel and safeguarding ihc interests 
of our weaker bre'hrcn. That at least 
is the theory, but the actual practice 
shows that tt is yet another naked lie 
which continues to uphold the total 
m}'Stique concerning the nature and 
1 unction of Government and centralised 
authority, and far from being the cure, 
the Government is often the cause of 
these conditions. Proof that this is so 
can be seen in one of Her Maiesly's 
Stationery Offices publications which 
recently caused a very brief and fatuous 
stir in the popular press. 

Entitled ''l^elinqucni Generations" it 
contains data and statistics to show 
"that a particular generation of children 
has had unusually heavy delinquency 
rales. Children born between 1935 and 
1942 hav'e been more delinquent over the 
whole post-war period than those bom 
in any other seven-year period"’. The 
conclusion to be draw^n from this is that 
in our midst there is a whole generation 
which has "fallen", or perhaps "been 
knocked flat on its face" would be a 
more apt description. Once having 
raised the problem however the report 
in no way suggests a solution or gives 
any social or human Italian comment. 
It is all very much "just one of tho^ 
ihings**. and il is not ihe committee's 
job to more than present the facts in 
the etheral and detached manner which 
is so typical of reports of this ty pe. 

It docs however most clearly indicate 
how the Government deals with its 
1 alien members and we have columns of 
statistics dealing with criminal prosecu¬ 
tions—the usual Government therapy for 
its own victims. On page 8 of the report 
it states that "the greatest 'crime-pronc- 
ness' is thus found to be associated with 
that birth group who passed through their 
fifth year during the war . . , Whether 
this means that disturbed social condi¬ 
tions have their major impact on chil¬ 
dren between the ages of four and five 
h not proved, hm this is a likely hypo- 
fhesis/' This hypothesis concerning 
critical stages in childhood Ia rather 
aged now, inasmuch as one can "prove'' 
anything concerning a frail quantity like 
the emotional responses of children il 
should be this time have shown itself 
to be indeed a factual experience. Wil¬ 
helm Reich in his "The Sexual Revolu¬ 
tion" said about this particular stage in 
a child's life:— "The fact lhat the child 
experiences his geniiality at the critical 
age between lour and sU in the parental 
home, forces on him a solution which b 
typical of family education". 

If Reich’s theory is correct than this 
compels one to conclude ibai (bis "crime- 
proneness" amongst a particular genera¬ 
tion is further complicated by being en¬ 
meshed in drives and compulsions that 
the Home Office Research Unit would 


FURTHER CASUALTIES 


never give a ibought to, for nol only did 
the social milieu lake a toll on these 
youngsters but the war-tiitie home itself 
was a trap, with the father’s enforced 
abiscncc almost forcing the child to make 
an Oedipus-based flight from his inioj- 
erable situation: all this being further 
complicated by a very understandable 
trend towards neurotic behaviour dis¬ 
played by the mothers who were them¬ 
selves suficring because of the war So 
the problem is not and couldn’t be as 
simple as the report assumes 
The peuk years fur '“crime prone ness" 
are givyn as 1935 1936, and referring to 
the time when this group came into 
maturity about 1957 the report slates: 
“The crime wave among males has been 
associated with certain forms of dre^s 
and other social phenomena". This is 
so vague that it seems quite delibemtely 
lo avoid going any deeper, but presum¬ 
ably it means Edwardian clothes and 
rock 'n' roll These particular “pheno¬ 
mena" obviously have their roots more 
in sexuality than in social environment. 
Both loo were foreign to the everyday 
scene in B^taif^=-v>ne being the garb of 
a bygone era and the other being the 
unique rhythm and blues musical form 
of the American Negro, It is imeresi- 
ing lo note that both these styles have 
m?w passisd from the intense vogue they 
once had, being repbeed by Italian 


To THE Eon OR OF 
Thl “New York Timers": 

My imeresi in your excellent May 8 
editorial “Operation .Abolition” arises 
from inieiest in college students and 
in the impression deliberately fostered 
by ihc film that their protest against the 
House Commiuec on Un-American Acti- 
vniies was a direct or indirect result of 
Communist conspiracy and agitation. 

No link is shown in the film between 
the admitted or alleged Communists 
(who were present because subpoenaed 
by the committee) and the siudcms w'ho 
were leaders of the deinonsiraiions. No 
distinction is made in the him between 
the disorderly activity of Communists in 
the hearing room and the two separate 
and independem student demonsi rat ions 
elsewhere: 

The peaceful and orderly picketing 
outside the City Hall which was never 
involved In any altercation wiih police; 
or 

The noisy but non-violent group of 
people inside the City Hall w^aitrng to 
gain admission to a so-called “public 
hearing,” whose singing and chanting 
were inspired nol by Communists but by 
the committee’s practice of admitting its 
friends and supporters by special passes 
in preference to (hose who had been 
wailing in line for hours. 

Actiun .Against Ajcilulurs 

Francis J McNamara, whose letter 
you published on May 20, accepts ihe 
film's lumping of these three quite dilTer- 
em groups, and then goes on to say that 
"the entire demonstration vvas in the 
bands of veteran Communists.'’ it is in¬ 
credible (hat this could be so and no 
aciion be taken against such agiiaiora 
under laws which are certainly adequate 
to prosecute for "inciting to riot/’ One 
must conclude that the evidence is not 


siyics and while vocalists. 

The report however wiill lake you no 
further than sterile statements of fact 
and probably iNit is all the Govemmcni 
needed. No solution is suggested, no 
great schemev to assist these fallen, no 
tree vocaiional guidance for the "enme- 
pronc" persons who are gelling older, 
and in doing so becoming more aculely 
aware of their needs and despairing of 
ever fulfilling them. No doubt as an 
academic exercise for govemnienial in¬ 
tellectuals this is all very imeresting and 
elaborate theories can be evolved from 
these statistics, but the problem is nol 
solved, and those who look to the Gov¬ 
ernment Will be sadly disenchanted. 

In another 10 years we may see an 
additional follow-up report on the high 
incidence of div orce and suicide amongst 
the delinquent" generations, but armed 
with the facts the mciralisi can easily 
shrug his shoulders and say il was only 
to be expected. Then it can aJl be 
quietly lorgotten because Govemmenis 
assume that the H-Bomb has assured us 
of an era of everlasting peace, ani there 
won’t be any more “delinquent" genera¬ 
tions, Or could it be that they will in¬ 
crease and mulliply w'hen the ever-lurk- 
ing threat of the Bomb begins to be 
transmitted to future four- and five-year- 
olds? For the Government's sake, 1 do 
hopt so. d.G. 


‘OPERATION 

ABOLITION’ 

The ediior of our American contem¬ 
porary L'Atlunaia (ki Refrtjtiari draws 
our attention to the report we published 
on “Operation Abolition" i Freedom 
A pril 15) from an American correspon¬ 
dent who, be says, “on the subject of 
the incidents of San Francisco in ,Ma> 
1%0, simply repeau the version of the 
yellow press: on one side the commun¬ 
ists and their 'stooges’ on the other the 
police, ih^ ■*Un-American .Activities 
Committee and their supporters—and 
between them a complete vaecum." Our 
colleague encloses the following letter 
published in the York 

which, he maintains, “describes the 
three phases of those events more clearly 
than anything we have published" and 
adds that the writer, a Chaplain at 
Columbia University, is above suspicion 
so far as political loyalties are concerned. 

We regret publishing the misleading 
rcpori, and can only hope that in pub¬ 
lishing the jVeiv York Times letter wc 
shall be doing something towards 
straightening the record. 

at all so clear as Mr McNamara 
assumes. 

Mr. McNamara notes that dismissal 
of charges against all but one of the 
students arrested does not clear them of 
guilt. Neither does it convict them. 

The judge based his action on police 
reportf; “which niusl be accept^ as 
true/’ The Mayor and the Sheriff and 
the Chief of Police of San Francisco 
and other authorities cried in support of 
Operation Abolition ' have likew'lsc 
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democratic, urw ^ v - ^ 
and fuilv ^ 

the few in " - V cut ’ r 
ihmk Matthew \ 
belief, hut Grev ■ - 

111 |>c Jfwi (oi IT i’ ' 

I likv his I " 11 

the genrlem-^^ 

moraltst, or lU Ar^ ^ ■ ' 

be rightly Mi\ ur, r jc - 
: *U purjianr^rr. . r 1 r;- 

lh« tvpc niuu hI . . , iTfuSJl 

and middle V - all 

responsible this •irni* 5. 

Ainold'^ Phi^=it!n. Like ni.-q 

who feel (hey hov a Er-nl ' - 

wurnt- hii lo h n r 

lieal Bhvomibur /-• u it y ; 
for exquisite ^nsibilil'; ^ I 

rence'*^ remark abinit Llackt - !■ 
veakd more about 
about Lawrence s : vn char/ *, 
should have thought ■ ect wtid ].'■ 
would make a bcilei 1 ' 

the one tireeri picks kirt^iby 
He IS more o( a devciii man, mo. 
piinian. and certainly or\c f ' il 
irammntcrs of iht Victorian m a, 

And what about John Osbome- 
Ailhioc:' 

The real irouhte with Green'/ 

IS (hat it isn't rilher a proper artir ej 
proper book; as one or Ihc 
would be rmire impressive am! fufl 
irriUKing. He should make up hi - 
whclhcr he IS going lo write 
self, or Enghind. or the Aniil. 
world, and plart his space > 
and decide on the nghi manm.: d Jj 
the relevant exampkf. and brush 
style. As it is h. lack- tbr prec? ,ii 
Lea vis and the passion of l^wr 
Ihc honesiy ol Orwell and (he ir^ 

Ami&; and he also Ucks the iugerKj 
Dennis Potter and (he depth of Hfjj 
and the breadth of Raymond WiltS 
and (he clarity of Richard Wofil 
(who has ju.sl wnitcn an excellent 
pamphlet called Sttcktlnm ^ 

And finally, if I may ^isk a gcnik h. 
criticism, he lacks (he vlighicst toui^^ 
any sense of humour; his ph. 
descrrption of the 'de*‘ !nl man " or f ij 
—a composite picture of Dr I . ^ 
Lucky iim and Lad) Chaitcrle>’; luvi 
had me in fits, which 1 don't think i| 
his intention. Bui I musin'i be unM 
This K a bad book but an 
one, worth reading once if >ou ^ ) 
borrow a cops, and perhaps evtn if 
ctn’l, ’ N W. 


*A VJ/rrof for Anglo-Saxons, by Martin 
Green (Longmans 18;-). 


accepted these reports as true, although 
Lhe police were as much participants in 
the so-called "not" as were the students. 

And when the one student, Robert 
Meisenbach, was brought to trial Iasi 
month for initiating the violence, the 
police could not convince a jury of their 
version of events, and the siudeoi was 
acqiiiited- So J, Edgar Hoovers analy¬ 
sis of the San Francisco incident 
not ncocs-sanly be taken as infallible. 

f.oncerti for Civil Liberties 
In view of the rising cOTtcem on the 
college campus with social injustice and 
the deniat of civil libertics^a concern 
which many of us regard as encoura^g 
evidence of healthiness of outlook of our 
current coitege generation’— it is partkti* 
lady unfortunate that social protest 
should be indiscriminately identified 
wiLh Communist-inspired subversion. 

In my owm opinion, young people will 
want to avoid collabormtion with known 
Communists even in quite iegiiimaie 
causes. But there is no evidence of such 
collaboration in the San Francisco inci¬ 
dent—in fact, the siudenis were express 
ing views shared by non-Communisl 
groups such as the Episcopal Diocese oi ' 
California, Northern CaHfomia Board | 
of Rabbis, A.F.L-C LO. Central Labor j 
Council, and over 700 faculty members 
from near-by campuses. I 

Operation Abolition" labels all efforts * 
to protest the commiUee's long and dis- i 
lasteful record as ipsa fotto evidence I 
Communist conspiracy. For this pr*’’- 
paganda vemure the committee must ^ , 
ibe blame. Your conclusion that the 
committee ought lo be abolished seems . 
inescapable. ' 

John M. KkLMVi. 

Chaplain, Columbia L'niversiiy. 

New York. May 20, 1961. 1 
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lUR UNFREE PRESS 


Continued from page I 

truih not tlie luxury “whivit we 
dJi fiord** (oduy but tfie fwirtth 
rhi' ammmmty. If u is argued 
Lii i:oiiirlete objceimiy is unaiiain- 
that Fio news-gjihcr, even in 
free society is free from certain 
piiroEtnicntal and other prejudicej;* 
ich arguments (with which, incid- 
hiilly. We would agree) far from 
joying ihai ii free press is an im- 
"pssibiliiy are. to our mtnds, the 
longest argumem for a dccentruJ' 
alum of ihe press, as well as for 
■>deceninjlisatiDn of news-gaihcr- 
fFurihcmtore there will he no 
peciTvily m journalism so Jong as 
he “star" system, the cult of the 
son ably, persist.) 

★ 

3-DAY the national press exists 
^ not to keep the public informed 
tft to make money. Thus* the pro- 
Setorx of the Stimlay Oixpmeh arc 
)St> concerned about their loyal Ij- 
ifllion readers than wiih (he fact 


that the paj^r is losing £600.000 a 
year, and this is how il should be in 
.i capitalist society. The wails and 
moans from Labour politicians and 
the jtmmalisis and printers has 
nothing to do with the freedom of 
the press but a lot to do with their 
personal interests. If the IJ million 
readers of the Stitnlm Dtspafeh were 
to feel deprived as a result of the 
closure they should react, as the 
joumalisls reacted last Saturday 
night over bread and butter interests. 
They have not and will not simply 
because they read the Simrfay Dis- 
pmvh m they will read the SumUry 
Express next vvtxk with the .same 
kind of fatalism which makes it 
possible for them to work for one 
master today and a no the r tontorn>\v. 
They accept the Strndm -0/.vpfjrr/j 
‘E.\press line that a few- give the 
Orders and the majority are bom to 
obey. The life or death of a news* 
paper they Itave grown to accept as 
pan of the Sunday morning break- 
fast, is a mailer outside thefr control. 


\HD our free one! 

\ contrast the publication of 
raD(>M and of our magazine 
RCHV is a question of ct>oper* 
11 between readers and publish- 
Since February we have been 
iblishing PRFtDOM in its new look 
w^ell as our 32-page monthly 
jazine. March and April were 
iouraging months, and hundreds 
f readers responded to our circular 
ter* renewing their subscriptions 
both journals, many of them 
ding a contribution to Uie EJeficit 
und. Most of those who replied 
dded words of encouragement for 
our attempt to move forward rather 
than accept the easier path of retreat 
to a more modest program me of 
activity. May. how^ever* has been a 
disastrous month. Subscription re* 
DcwaU dropped right off, the Surplus 
became a Deficii* and because we 
have no financial reserves we have 
suddenly found ourselves unable to 
meet our contmitnienis. Thcje are 
probably a thousand readers of these 
lines who last March received a le- 
ijiindcr that their subscripiions had 
expired and who have not yet 
troubled to reply. Theirs is the rt' 
sponsibiitty if ai this moment Free¬ 
dom is in serious financial difficuF 
ties. Most of them are comrades 
and sympathisers who have been 
readers for a Jong time, and who 
Know that we won’t stop sending 
them the paper—just as we know 
that in due course they will renew 
their subs. Bui in the meantime we 
are desperately looking for ihe cash 
to pay our bills in order to keep 
going. 

Though we pay no salaries and 
have no shareholders demanding 
dividends, to do the little we do in 
the way of propaganda we have to 
find £75 ($2101 a week (this docs 
not of coarse include Freedom Press 
publicationK or ihc activilics of Free- 
dom Bookshop). To do more, that 
is ID be ublc to send out more speci¬ 
men copies and to advertise in a few 
sympathcUc journals as well as build 
up a small reserve to buttress the 
slack months and to finance F.P^ 
publications wc should be aiming at 
‘£100 a week. It’s a lot of money for 
our group as individuals, but 3.000 
postal subscribers would make us 
solvent. And if 2.000 of our read¬ 
ers were to contribute only I/- ( I Sc,) 
a week the Deficit Fund alone would 
cover that amount. We must com 
fess that we get a feeling that those 
w'hci are our comrades, in the main 


completely overlook the financial 
problems we have to face each week, 
taking for granted that as we have 
managed to keep going so far. wc 
wiU go on managing. We hope wc 
will, but if we do it will not be with 
‘'pennies from heaven” but because 
enough of you shoulder your respon¬ 
sibility for iniroducing new readers, 
selling the paper at mectjng.s and 
comributing lo our Fund, 

We think few publishing grouf^ 
produce so much for so Iclik money 
as wc do. but that “little” is still a 
lot of money to find each week if 
everybody does not do his share. 
First of all we appeal to those who 
receive the paper and have not yet 
renewed their subscript ions: pi Ki sc 
do so now. Secondly we appeal to 
all those who said that they could 
get new readers if Freedom was 
more attractive or if it was pub¬ 
lished as a magazine. We have done 
our bit in satisfying both demands 
by improving the presentation of 
FBri’DOM as well as publishing a 
magazine, Whut about you? Thirdly 
the Deficit. £20 a week has now 
become a minimum for keeping our 
heads above water. A few readers 
send us regular contributions; we 
need many more to follow their ex¬ 
ample. And finally a word to our 
comrades in America, We send 
bundles of Freedom and Anarchy 
to groups and individuals who do 
not pay for them but who send con- 
mbuiions instead to the Deficit 
Fund. A number of these groups, 
panicularly on the Wesi Coast give 
us most generous support but there 
are many other groups who in the 
course of the year do not even con* 
tribute the price of paper and post¬ 
age for the copies we send them. 
Will they respond to this appeal? 

The millionaire Press cannot pay 
its way with a circulations of 
1,500,000 copies. The free press can 
keep going with a circulation a 
thousand limes smaller. The reason 
lies in the one word: solidarity. The 
capitalist Press depends on the nat¬ 
ional advertisers. We depend on the 
active participation of owr readers 
as writers, distributors and financial 
supporters to publish our paper. 
They publish their papers to make 
money; we publish Freedom to 
communicate and exchange ideas. 
They fold up when they stop making 
profits, Wc shall only close down 
if wc no longer have the means lo 
carry on f 


C^VriAl.tSM IS -vicncc. ci?ltUrkd 
Mitrxisu W’nhout Uit dialectic 
nicihsid oi iippr^Mch ihiji ctmld tv . - 
undcrsUuidinr at ihc inlriTiKk: naiurs i', 
jiDciely. no pencilation imo thai nvstn- 
loui machine called (li^ioiy and i i 
dcritiindEn^ of ihc djnjimk forces ri 
'%hich history is made. Thcrefm<i .n 
into ^isTcial, poliiicnl and ccomu 
mic phenotnena dependv upon a study of 
ilie niarxiiii redaction of Soeialbm, 

Regard levs of Ihc merit* or demenu 
of thi* “*rientilk ' approach, (he danger 
sif Mnrxkm in its practical apphcatiion, 
in the as*umplion of momtiic iendenctc*i. 
tinifnubcne**, and “'ihc s»nly one way . 
cie U ii by these means that ii hcconic* 
a rcligton raiher ihan a icicrice. 

One of Ihc many icci* of (his rclipon 
is the Socialiit Labour Party of ihc 
U.S.A. Daniel Dc Lcoft—the fouCMici — 
was. ihc only one lo oiiairi the rernark- 
able honour of being Ihe only mfaltiblc 
inicrpreicr of Marx, and the tnjih lie* 
^vith him. So. when ihc strike was 
raging in Belgium, the Wrekiy Prttph 
iSaiurday, Jan. 28, IVfelt puhiished an 
extract from “FlaHhlighis of the Amstrr- 
dam Congress" in sshich De l.enn 

argue* against Ihc general slrikc resolu- 
lion. 

In the bands id the .Anarcho-Syiidi- 
ealiitu Ihe general suike ivas advocaied 

an anii-war menvure and a* a mcam 
of accomplj.ihirtg (he social revohifion. 
The workers should um it tu overthrow 
the capiialiNl.* and ihiis cnuhLe the xyndi- 
eali^I (rade-unioii* in ihe mines and fne- 
lories to become the hasis of a new 
'■federaltsl'* xocia) jiysicm, CapitalHm 
onee destroyed any renewal of centfal- 
tsed aiithorily could be prevented hy the 
syndkalc^ of workers conlrollmjf the 
mi?an>i of product ton, cic., in ihcir own 
iniei ciis 

Anyway, the Syndicalisii failed. .And 
their failure indicates their uiopian Bin- 
lude towards the worker* tbemscive*. 
SoSidariiy, ihc principal prerequisiie of 
the gem-Tii! strike proved a myth. The 
workers do not ncceMirily have a com¬ 
mon inieresl after the poltcies of ^'divide 
and rule" have been exercised over them 
by counikss governments. Free society 
it) Its turn, threatens Ihe illusory secur¬ 
ity of those who are accusiomed to the 
order of master-slave relaitonship, and, 
therefore, is undesirable, MaJatesta was 
right when he said; 

"being bom and havmg lived in bond¬ 
age, being (he descendant of a long hnc 
of slaves, man when he began to Ehink 
helicvcd that slavery was an esscniial 
condition oi life and liberty seemed to 
him impossible, fn bkc manner, the 
workman forced for centuries to depend 
upon the will of his emptoyer for work, 
that is bread, and accustomed to sec 
his own life at the tlisposal of those who 
possess the land and capital, has ended 
by helieving that it is his master v%ho 
give* hini food und asks ingenuously how 
it would be possible U> live, if There were 
no ntaviers over him.” (An.sb<Hv, p. 7). 

Nevertheless any revolutionary recort- 
struciion of society must similarly pre¬ 
suppose "the refusal of man lo be sn 


ohjccr both and - 

ViitiSftk 

De Lec^r 'x parha : 

Fiujivt ah- asjun-ii protetkif!i;n 
si ill- t-aviv and wuh thi- ^nimpfior- 
“hicb n "till n<‘ an imp' ihe 

geoeial vinkc ucapon ^ f (he undtT 
priviteged 

However. Dc I ron ' . things diltcr 
ently. "Tlie strike spells physical forct 
Av such n neither a creafive powc,^ 
nof vet. at the modern dace of civiliia- 
uon, Ihc all ^uflkient method thn( pbv^^i- 
cal force once was the lc*l appli- 
cfHe to Ihe sinkc is a pcitiMl mantfcsia 
iton, i* pre cmincmly applieabtc lo the 
Mnkc as a general mamfcsuUion. A 
partial stritv may be ^ skirmish and 
tktrmishev may be lost wiihoul (he loss 
being faUl; ihe generat drike—aimed ai 
without regard tn the principk cdahliih- 
ed by modem exigencies—ts a general 
rout and that » fatal the ptniure of 
the advticatc of the 'Gcnefal Strike' w 
obviously archaic." 

"Archaic”, if it dt'es not follow Dc 
Leon's interpretation. Thar is lo \av. 
the general strike it not a relf Hilfivrcnt 
force for social recnnstiuiction, It vup- 
pfcnienti the ballot and the parliament 
The finjil decition doe* mu lie in ihe 
hands id the worker* hut in the hands 
of the bosses, leudcfs, and hurcaucraH, 
whovc inlcrcsU oppose thuxe of their 
followef*. The Social-lXunocrat* and 
ihe various labour partie* give s,ufricicm 
proof of thii. Rc.wili: mdcad of using 
the bourgeois institution to change 
* 4 >cicly ill favour of the workers, it was 
the indiluiion* that changed the work¬ 
ers' rcprcvcfitaiivc* to further ibc intcf* 
cits of the nihna das* Kuswa ix (wr 
hap* one of the hett examples of tbiv 

Reformism involve* collaboration and 
trust of the capuahsts. It means the 
workers forget that all pa.si concc*iioiii 
have been won by protest never through 
the goodae** of the employer's hcarl. 
Their own so-calted leaders become big 
shot* who would be stupid to rev olul ion¬ 
ise a iforirtr quo which is already so 
comfortable for them. A sirike may 
fail but the vktof w still consetously 
recogni^d as the eticnay, and the strike 
is always a form of protcsi. The ballot 
mean* that workers arc not put by force 
into a cage, which they resent and from 
which they wilt try lo escape at ariy 
opportunity. They are rather pcrsitaded, 
with the help of tbeirown leaders, to be 
goosl workcre. ^od citbten*. etc., and 
50 to willingly build iheir own cage and 
act a* agent* of the imiuisition against 
any of their "fellow workers" who fail 
to do Jiiewjsc. Any concession become* 
a gift from above and the worker* are 
grateful for crumbs from a table they 
have supplied with food. 

But more interesting is Chauvm as 
quoted by De Leon : "The general strike 
I* an aHuriog notion. No dtmbl the 
c him era sticks in the heads of many a 
wurkihg man. Is that a. reason for us to 
yield to delusion. Quite possibly we 
may if we did. ingratiate ourselves with 
working men who now* look upon iis 
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Cool for Kittens 


iCIHEMA 


v =;, by poi'r-.ciitife ‘I lie 
workerv' paf«dn^ of asiiicc. of v 

Hut they ^ .cf hr:\f -s::i i 

Mi p resell I k'cuic a ptHili'ri ,*? - d 

inciMiic. a ■miccuic tf -md 

deliver vcinion* lo their innhtu’ ihiii t* I 
iht- liisloricul necessity, to be ^sw'- 
ficfd on the aUdt of the horizon of 
where a Will the tlM*k** *he 

Heaven oi the prolcmriat But ev.n 
uti^pia u f r act of pioli'.fiseiU 

l« vlrange that M,'^xi*i* who record 
pohtieal nz a supcrMnuio c, 

not as aelivt ^oci;i| eaiops. should '.ck 
lo accomffnh tocial revolulicm by a in¬ 
quest id power, uioiig pt^bhcal libertir* 
and petty rcformimi a* prelirmrftry ceiv 
dittons. absoltiteiy mrcc^'-oi, fer wo'krt**^' 
riiwmcipation 

Despite I>c Icon's attempt lo fepre- 
sent any -itrike m inmllkienl vithoui the 
sniuhon ol ihr "*ccaod towrt of piiilia- 
nieotaty action, it is in the.-v IciiaUsiic 
activiues that the woiker*. play ihc part 
nl sheep in need ol shepherds 1.1 
iheir destiny be decided by those who 
nre ei^iraiigeiLl (com them 

The faiturc ol Anarclio-Syiidicahsm 
was due to the vucccss of auihoriinrittn- 
ism in the ^witialiiii movements Ihc 
worker* gave up the general tirike, ami 
d it eel Aclkm a* weapons m the sirugglo 
for emancipation tnstc.id of retying on 
themselves they looked for a Messiah, 
ihcy ihuughl ihcif valvatioTi would come 
R* il rnantfestatton of (lie supreme wilt, 
an act of Icaderv, of maimgers, of state 
iiistiluiioni. They torgul the cttll of the 
First Intcrmtioral; the eniancipAiion ttf 
Ihc worker* ji an act of the workers 
thermic fve^. 

Atjstfutiii, S. Ml ksv tV Cj 


IN BRIEF 

TWO PROPHETS HONOURED 
BY THEIR COUNTRY? 

At Jioilictay's on Monday Mi V. 
^r'fonchiik of the Riissiiin 1 rn bossy, 
bidding for the Moscow Slate Lihiiiry, 
paid £620 for u collect ion ol Tolstoi 
[eiiet^ It ii believed to Kc the ttfsi 
rime that the Soviet fiuvcnimcni hns 
cfilereil the iiuctmn room* of the Wert 
a* a buyer. 

The 13 lettci^ aulogiaphed by Tohioi 
were written m Lnglish to J. C. Ken- 
worthy Knween 1874 and tSSU* and were 
on the xubjcct of Cbrrilianit> nr^d stTcial- 
ivm. Kenworthy vhitred folvloi'' Chris¬ 
tian-socialist view* nnd arranged lor the 
translation find piibliealion of Tolxlnr? 
writing* in England. 

iTic Soviet also acquired an 

autograph letter dated IH94 from the 
anarchirt Peter Kropotkin lo J, C. Ken- 
wprtby for £26. and was the under¬ 
bidder when Ahramdicy. the London 
book sclkr*. acquired for £**20 a scries 
of 36 Icltcrs from Turgenev to hi* friend, 
the editor of ihc Beiiffttr AUgemrine 
Zittiing which were on I iter ary subjccH 
and written between 1868 and 1881. 


'T^HE prime motive of Like ft 

Cftoi tCincphonel might be ihe ad¬ 
vertisement of naturi*m. If so, there 
arc two point* that need 10 be made. 
The first is that naturism seem* to be 
very expemivc It require* a large in¬ 
come to commute between London and 
Soulb Devon or Woburn, or any other 
of the select spuf* where dcnuflauon is 
praeijsed. Most of ihc participam.* own 
BcJilleys or Cresias, and so can afford 
it. The second point is that, withal, 
there ii very little to do once one is 
naked. The main aciiyitks are splash- 
one another and reading the Gmintiati. 
which is amusement on a fairly primitive 
kvcL I am told ihai some camps in the 
region of London offer oveniighi prices 
ihiit compare favourably with railway 
hoteK. (f you arc a imvdkr this is 
worth considermfi. Certainly the com¬ 
pany is more attractive. 

However, the nudist message is ill 
represented without its moral tenet, 
which is that nudity is more becoming 
(htin clothing. Whatever other mean* 
there may be. ihb message cannot he 
presented on the screen. The sad situa¬ 
tion is that one may photograph female 
breasis. but the sex organs (except those 


of chitdrenl are still taboo. Hence legs 
must be crossed, and move mem s toward* 
the camera are cut. The effect is to 
makt: everyone look slightly spastic, 
This frustrates the only other value the 
film might have had, which is to give 
the same kind of enjoyment provided 
by the nude in an. 

The market for these film* i* undoubt¬ 
edly partly pornographic. The natunst^ 
(and the dklributorsj try and pretend it 
is not. Hence the coynes* fwithoui any 
clothes on’ i* a subslilute for 'nudcT and 
the emphasis that Britain** naturisl 
camps Arc morally above reproach. This 
seems to indicate that a much greater 
change in our culture t* necessary for 
moral health than nterdy ihc exposure 
of certain selected areas of ffesh 
(whether before or away from the pub¬ 
lic view). 

77ie Frtiij is Ripe is a pastiche of The 
If ujjet of Fear, Bitter Rice, and others. 
Like n>any French films, ii ha* a politi¬ 
cal slant: it is the bad bosses who drug 
and rape, and the good workers who 
trudge the drah countryside looking for 
wark when their strike is broken. .Apart 
from iwu kilicnish fruit-pickers, this film 
is sordid and not at all cool. 

ARiHUa Fcmme. 


B(H>k\rihr 3,^6,6l. 

CHURCH’S NEW INVESTMENT 
POUCY PAYS DIVIDENDS 

The invcsimeni income of the Church 
Commissioners has doubled in 13 years. 
The lota I market value of Stock Ex¬ 
change securities held by the commi*- 
Honcfs at the end of March. |%i was 
£186,100,000. Of this amount, indus¬ 
trial ordinary shares accounted for 
£I28.U>D,000 again*! a book value of 
£75,200.000. 

These poinis arc made by Sir Morti* 
mcr WaiTcn, the secreiary to the com¬ 
missioners, in an article in the spring 
issue of the '"Stock E.xehange Joumar^ 

He recalls that a new^ investment 
policy was adopted in 1948 when thi3 
commjsrioners began to buy industrial 
Nhares. Until then the Slock Exchange 
invesimcm poriMio was atmoiH wholly 
in gilt-edged and other fixed intercsl 
tecunties. But money is invested, he 
points out, in only 288 companies. 

“They have never adopted the policy 
of buying -something of every! hing and 
hoping that a large mixed bag would 
average out favourably. Moreover, as 
a matter of conscience, they have not 
bought shares in the dnnk trade, in 
newspapers, in entertainment emerprise*. 
or in the obvious armaments industrv 
The last-mentioned item is. m practice 
the most difficult to avouk becaiisc ri 
not every engineering compflny likely to 
be engaged m the man'ifaclurc of anrr 
merits in lime of nced^" 













How do we Educate? 

IK'j.r Mt. Eiiiit>r: 

Kccctitly a fricntl IiaiiiJ^cd ni« a copy 
of the Fch. II issue of EMB£tx>M. 1 1 all 
itiiiodcti so rumiibr, Ihnugh 1 wiinot 
nmke out whether you advc^catc the 
Aourchisi Communism of KrofKitktn or 
the Anarchism, jost plain Anatchism of 
Tucker and Josiah Warren, but the thing 
ihni 1 do nottce that you arc not aware 
that you get from a hook wlmi you hung 
to il. 

AH the proixigjinda in the world dthc^ 
«til add to man s under^Landiiig. his in- 
leltigcnice. his chaincter. in ollici woids. 
Ilia cducaiton. In iny curly days we 
did so much talking, so much propa 
ganda ihal if the human bdiig had hcen 
up to it he Wiuitd Hf least have tintfei- 
stovH) what W'c were trying to S£i> even 
(hough they iiuiy not hiivc ay iced with 
us. I hcaiU kroputkin the time he 
lectured in New York a I the Grand Cen- 
iinl Palace and nfterw^ards 1 met liini 
when Enirmi Cjtddman gave it rcceplton 
to him in a musical studio. 

Bin I was intinuite wdih Tucker Inifore 
he Icfl for Km nee after his outfit was 
destiLiyeJ in ci fire. 

Some seven years after we gave up 
Oiir own school we were asked lo lake 
over the Modern .School rii Stehon and 
we spent much iirue trying to make 
“Radicals” understand freedom rn edu¬ 
cation. AH lo no avail. The huniaii 
hctng cannot understand anything be- 
yond his make-up. his gtiiwih. It is ^uca- 
tion. Schooling and propngiiTida may 
add something to his infoimciiion but 
nni bis education ettccpiine in the sense 
that everything helps him to ' grow up 

If Kiidlcafs of all kinds spent as much 
time in trying to understand education 
of the young, beginning with the kinder* 
farten there migfu be son>e hope of 
something being accomplished. A S. NeiH 
ifi doing mom for frcedoni than ail the 
propaganda papers pul together. It 
sometimes seems loo bad that so much 
energy should be pm into work that 
gel* us nowhere when it niighi be put lo 
Home use elsewhere, f mean, in edoca- 
(inn, in trying to understand Frocbcl and 
liis “Education of Man" and Neill and 
even Dewey. 

Of course Man 'will not stop doing 
whai he h impelled lo do by his own 
rtaiure, Man did not make himself, 
even though he is the result of wha! he 
has done and how he has Jived It is 
so difhcull to know where and how to 


STOP 


THIS DEFICIT! 

WEEK 23 

Deficit on ‘Freedom’ £460 
Contributions received £422 
DEFICIT £38 

June 3 to June 9 

Londva; B,L 16/*: L«fds: G.L 2A. 

MX* 5/-: Sydo#y, N.S.W.: G.M. 80A; 
Ki^ug. F,k. 21/ Sydney: LD^ 

26/f. Hon^-ICQng* M,S, 1/6. frunltfurt; H.ft, 
26/It' GUigotf: J.H.* 1/6: Birmingham: 

A.W.H. N.J.t E.N, par 

LAdumat^ 21/-: L«fiden; D.T. 2/6. 

Total 10 7 6 
Pr*viotiily aeknowlfldgiid 411 14 D 


1961 TOTAL TO DAtt £422 I 6 


*lndi&tt«s regular contribufor 


SEJ^TtONii rnOM ‘FREEDOM* 

Vol I 1951: Mankind is One 
Voi 2 1952: FosUcnpi to Posterity 
VoJ 3 1953: Colonialistij on Trial 
Vol 4 1 954: Living on a Volcano 
Vnl 5 f9S5: 'The Immoral Moralists 
Vo! 6 1956: Oil and Troubled Waters 
Vol 7 1957: Year Onc^—Spuinik Era 
Vol 8 1958: Socialism in a Wheelchair 
Vol 9 1959:, Prim. Press & Public 
Each volume: paper 7/6 cloth J0/6 
The paper edition of the Sekctieii-s i 
available to readers of FREEIHTlVf 
at 5/- posi free. 

PAUf, FXr/BAf HER 

Anarchism (Seven EnponcntA of ihe 
Anarchist Philosophy) cloth 21/* 


fp 


Correspondence 


y reEDO^ 


place your cncigy m that it wilt be of 
some avail, will accomplish sonvething 
of value. Krccdom seems no far away 
in view of the growing strength of cen- 
irahaied gavernments. Penpic want to 
be iaken care of. they call it Social 
Secudiy. Kor that they enslave every* 
Ixidy. 

Ai the ballom of it all seems to be 
the monopoly of the land. We have no 
nghi to stand upon Ibc land withoul 
jpaying irihuLc lo some individuiL Un¬ 
less the land is freed there can he no 
real frecdoni and the Georgists seem to 
be the only group that understand this, 

I heard Geoigc speak in 1888 and have 
been interested in the land question and 
free trade ever since, but it makes me 
sad w'hcn I see how Utile this is under¬ 
stood, Nature sccnis to force us to go 
on in its own way U> dc.nrucliori. 

You'll forgive this long screed. You 
can see how I am forced to chatter in 
my ow'n way* Alexis C. Feum. 

Fn/r/fo/w'* Aftfhnmo. Ma> 13. 

[One finds the following interesting 
rcl'crcnce to Alexis Fcrm in Emma Gold- 
man's autobiography '‘Living My^ Life**: 
"At the Sunrise Club I came to know 
many per.son!^ of advanced ideas. Among 
fhc most interesting were Ehzabeih and 
Alexis Ferm. ]ohn and Abby Coryell. 
The Ferms were ’the first Aincrican^ I 
met whose ideas on cducaiton were akin 
10 mine; but while 1 merely advocated 
the need for a new approach to the 
child* the Fern IS translaied I heir ideas 
into practice. In the Playhouse as their 
schoot was called, the childnin of the 
neighbourhood were bound by neither 
rules nor I ext-hooks. They were free lo 
go or conic and to learn rroni ohserva- 
litin and experience ) knew' no one else 
who so well understood child psychology 
as EJiaabelh and who was so capable of 
bringing out the best in the young. She 
and Alexis constdcfcd themselves iinglc- 
taxers, but in reality they were anar¬ 
chists m their views and lives U was 
a great treat to visit their home which 
was also Uie schOoL and to witness the 
beautiful relationship that existed be¬ 
tween them and the children."—EurronsJ. 

Brecht and Butter 

DEJtR EoTTORS. 

I suspect that JR. has let anti¬ 
communism blind him to what is the 
real theme of '"The Visions of Simone 
Machard**. This, it seems to me, U one 
in which anarchisu have always been 
interested: how in times of crisis people 
acl together for their human needs or to 
defend themselves, and how those with 
power and property resist this, even 
collaborating with an enemy if by ^\i 
doing they retain that power and pro¬ 
perly. How well Brecht has dealt with 
this Ibemc is a matter of opinion but it 
is certainly not a slight theme. I don't 
know how anyone con see in this '"a 
tribute lo La Belle France in her hour 
of need"'. 

I have the feeling that J.R. read the 
programme notes on entering the theatre 
and sat with soured view throughout the 
play. But what is wrong with a plain 
siatemeni of the facts about French col¬ 
laboration with the Na 2 :is in 1940? Why 
drag in the Nazi-Soviet non-aggresiton 
pact? 

Arnold Hinchliffl 
Tran or of 

"The of Simont* Mat hard '. 


ghaiu.es martin 

Towards a Free Society 2/u 

KIIDOU^ ROCKER 

Nationalism and Culture 
cloth 2J/- 

ERRjeo MALATESl A 

Anarchy 9d. 

JOHN HEWETSON 
Ill-IlcaUh. Pciverty and ibir Slate 
ciolJi 2/6 paper J/* 

VOLfNE 

Nineteen-Seventeen (The Rus.sian 
Revolution Betrayed) cloth 12/6 
The Unknow'n Rtivolulion 
(Kron-stadt I92L Ukraine 1918-211 
doth 11/6 

Marie4ajuise Bemeri Meiiioriat 
CoiiiiaRlec pyblk'Jitiaciit: 

Marie-l-ouisc Bemcri* 1918-1949; 
A tribute 
doth 5/- 

Journey Through Utopia 
cloth J8/v(U.SA, $31 


Degrees do matter 

It appears to me that A. W. Uloth has 
mtssed every point in my idter. I do 
nor hold that nil governments arc a* bad 
a'l. each OTber. on the contrary 1 find 
some govern men Es much better than 
others. The bsmte point in my letter was 
to draw attention to the fact that degrees 
in aH situations do mattcf. Shooting si.\ 
elephants is cruel, deplorable and un¬ 
necessary. kilting 6.000 makes the 
tragedy infinitely worse, and should that 
number mean complete extinction of the 
species it would be nothing but an 
ubommation* No doubt Eichmann could 
have used the same reasoning as 
A-W.U*, kill one. kill six million, ii 
doesn 1 really matter after the fust is 
dead. 


As suggested in my letter, thinking 
only Ihrenigh principles doc-snt require 
much thought, the thought process^ 
have already been trimmed by the prin¬ 
ciple and there remains liltle need for 
real thinking. I cannot recall in history 
when the English were eser persecuted 
because they were Englishmen, or for 
lhai mailer, the Germans as Germans or 
Russians as Russians od infinititnt. Min- 
orlttes have all had their fair share of 
persecution when they were alienated 
from their geographic home. 

Rut 4t least integrations with the in- 
diginouv population ofiered succour and 
refuge* This cannot be claimed for the 
JewTi who either didn'i want lo, or were 
oot allowed this facility, 

h is extremely difficult to argue wiih 
an attitude iKai rd'use^ to acknowledge 
iktaiL that recognises no degrees and 
sees et(ual danger from a bow and ciirow 
as he does fiom the atom bomb* A.VS LI. 
makes a diflicuh opponent, he is too well 
padded by principles and idealistic 
fantasy, s.F. 


In brief 


D^^CATES to (he C<n<te«nt:9] 
Of ihc National Union of Vehicle 1 
Builders passed a resolutiott 
week calling for support ' 

policy: 

Based Bte tdtirnaie mm 
WiM^wide dhommmenL httih nut-' 
!rw and ci.mvenHmal. and support} 
frw" a United tSarimts w/ttc/r 
aft nations, 


A I-arming rcvolutioBurv tre^- 

were rcpx>rtcd frooi the confer^] 
ence of ihe National arid f'*^*^'* 
Govemmcni Officers* Assoc id lie 
last week where ii wus decided tha| 
the right to sirike should be w filler 
inia the constilution. 

In 1957 conference re|ecied 
similar motion asking for the righj 
to withdraw labour. 


New Departures & Communication 


To the Editors of Fufcdom. 

I am risally very sorry that my review 
of Sew Deptmnrt^ should have provoked 
lU editor to reply at such length and 
with such heat. I don't want to proJ^g 
the argument interminably, but 1 think 
Michael Horovifiz was so upset that he 
missed my point, 

1 said not thai con'iment and criticism 
are nccessurity superior to creative work, 
but that where this is so something is 
wTong Willi the creative work (Pound's 
Cmuas, fintwgtifTi iiake, Bi^ Tnbk. 
A>u‘ Depotturfit). I have no tinie for 
the “league tabic conception of arf^, or 
for mere label-sticking, or tor cultural 
parly lines, or for moil of the things 
HorovitJ! accuses me of—as a more care¬ 
ful reading of my review svould show. 
But 1 do insist on my criticism that most 
of the slulf in Sew Deparnne}: “doesn't 
mean anything or say anything or com- 
nmnicatc anything**; and I also insist that 
all published writing should do one of 
these Ihingx, 

I tried lo discrimmate between the con¬ 
tributions to the magazine to be fair 
both to us readers and to those of 
Freedom; T also tried to describe them 
so that the latter wouJd have some idea 
whal they would like. Horovilz says 1 
used —but words ure labels* after 

all 1 tried not lo measure the contri- 
bulions but to say brieily what they were 
AbJeman's was ‘^schizoid *, but it got 
something acrois to me; Cage's was 


LAe SUMMER SCHOOL 

The LAG Summer School will be held at 
Alan Albon's (Little Matshfoot Farm* 
Mill Road. Railshani. Sussex) from 
Saturday. August 5th to Monday August 
7th under canvas* The cost will be 35/- 
per perstm (children pro rata). Deposit 
with booking 10/- per person. 

The theme for .this year is *“Anarchism 
and Respectability" and the speakers 
will be: Alan Albon. Colin Ward and 
Bob Green. 

Enquiries and Bookings (plus deposits) 
to: Mary Sievenson, 17a Maxwell Road, 
S*W,fi*, closing dale Friday. July I4th- 
Further details will be circularised to 
interested comrades. 


"psychotic", and tt also faded lo get 
anything across to me at all. What else 
can I xuy? As for party lines, the only 
one I was conscious of was the slightly 
paranoid defence of aumi-jtnrde writing 
and the regrcsiive fondness for obveur- 
fight, so ibcie are p\ychoU>gicai 
categories, but the point is whether they 
til. 

The real argumem is thni of conmmni- 
cation. Fiivaie writing can have several 
functions — self-cxpre>sii>n. amusemein. 
the acting-out of fantasies, psycho¬ 
therapy, self-clarincaiion. recording, and 
AO on. Public writing, however, has the 
basic function of comniurttcation. though 
o! course it can include those of private 
writing and can also just make money. 
When wriiers hand their work lo an 
editor, and he hands it to a printer and 
then hawks it up and down Charing 
Cross Road and tries to get advmise- 
ments and reviews, the impitcation iii 
that someone is trying to say something 
lo us. This is an attempt at communi- 
eatiorj* 

Why everything should be “cut down 
to size for so-called communicabilily". I 
am not sure. I should have thought 
that Ihc art which makes emotion com¬ 
municable brings things up to size. Every 
creative writer has lo make some com’ 
promise with hU audience—if he really 
wants an audience, that rs. Thb is not 
to make communication the only end or 
to elevate the reader above the writer, 

A balance must be found so that the 
transmitter and receiver both work at 
opiununr strength. 

I suspect that much of New Departurei 
IS private wTiting. of at best clique 
writing, I am perfectly aware that 
■'freedom provokes divcrsiiy and diver¬ 
sity preserves freedom**; I am not tryirjg 
to suppres.s writing m gene¬ 

ral or A'Cir Departures in particular, 
simply to say what 1 think of them when 
I am asked. And it really isn't good 
enough lo claim that "our wide range 
through arts makes criticism redundant**: 
critical treedom is at leasl as important 
as creative freedom, if only to keep the 
creators in iheir place, Horoviix shouldn't 
be worried'^if a creator is any good he 
will always beal his critics! 


HtmtpsteotT June 9. 
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Dr. Beeching’s Empire 


LONDON 

ANARCHIST GROUP] 

CENTRAL MEETINGS 

Every .*vMmlay at 7.J« pm at 
Thu Swan. Cosmo Place, 

Southaniplon Row WCl 
(Hoibom. Russell Sq Stns) 

JUNE 18 Albert Mellzcr on Hodlo 
Freeiloni 

JUNt 25 Bob McKean: Jiyiiditnli^ial 
Ail %Vclcante. 

IJquM refTT<^liiiH’iif asallahk. 

Hyde Park Meeting 

Every Sumfaj ui 3.3tJ (If fme) 

On the tirjAx 

Jazz Club 

Friday 25rd June at 
4 AI ben Street. Momtngtou 
Crescent N.W.l. at 8 p.m. 

Jack Stevenson on f'uniiniin firuund 


The Meeting to be held 15 June at Fenow 
Road has b^n pospooed. 


OFF-CENTRE 
DISCUSSION MEETINGS 

Jst Thursday of each monlh at 8 p.m. ai 
Jack and Mary Steven son'i, 6 Stainion 
Road, Enfield. Middx. 

I.ajii WcdneKda> of each month at 8 p.nt 
at Dorothy Harasi*s* 45 Twyford Avenue* 
Fort is Green. N.2. 

Isf Wednesday of each month at 8 p.m. 
at Colin Ward**. 33 Ellerby Street* 
Fulham. S.W.6. 

3rd I'hurMky of each month at 8 p.m. at 
Donald Rooum's, 148a Fellows Road, 
Swiiis Cottage. N.W.3. 


Freedom 

The Anarchist Weekly 


FREEDOM PRESS PUBLICATIONS 


Continued from page I 
clearly, are too low’'. He would 
also cut out those services which 
cannot be expected to pay their way, 
and of course he proposes lo stream¬ 
line the staff* paying better wages 
to those who are retained and giving 
“abihiy'"' a chance to climb the 
ladder, Ft>r another thing in Dr* 
Beeching’s opinion the top manage¬ 
ment levels of the organisation were 
‘^ItKi thin” and that more top pi>sts 
were needed. He was going to pro¬ 
mote some as well as bring in a 
‘‘sprinkling''' of good people front 
outside. 

That ihe railway system needs a 
.shake-up there cun he no doubt. 
But we .say this in the inierests of 
the consumer* for the beller use of 
(he syslem in the public interest. As 
we have frequently pointed out* and 
we are noi paid £24.00 a year to 
pul forward whai seems obvious lo 
us* any fool cun make the railways 
or the mines pay simply by raising 
Ihe prices, by cutting production or 


the services to the point where de¬ 
mand exceeds production* and re¬ 
ducing staff lo a bare minimum. 
Such methods will lead to fewer 
trains and packed trains. 

k may get the Railways out of 
the red but because the main burden 
will have lo be met by the hundreds 
of thousands of people who travel 
to London to work each da>* and 
by an increase in freight charges it 
simply means that there will be a 
corresponding increase in the cost 
of living which they will seek U> 
cover by new wage demands* which 
of course will be met by the public, 
etc. * . * The experts cal! it a vicious 
spiraH Iti the end the public pays 
whether the railways make money or 
lt>se money. So why waste lime 
irying to run them so that the 
balance sheet at the end of the year 
is nicely ha la need? How much 
moa' useful it would be to reorgan¬ 
ise the iransport senices so that all 
who wish to (ravel can. tmi in 
comfort, LmiRTAftr.4!4. 


Printfld bf ^Enttfi, tiMida*, El< 


r«<b[iii 


FREEOO^I appears on IN fimt llu^ 
Saturdavi of cadi taonilt. 

Oil I Ik tasf Saturday, wc puBlixfa 
ANAROn, a 32*page loumal of 
anarchist Ideas (1/8 or ISc* poet fne)* 

Postal SubwriplitHi Rairi to FREEDOM 
and ANARCHY 

\l m«hth( ID/- ia*S. I CinjUi nM) 

6 rm>nttit IS/- ( 12 . 50 ) 

1 cTwntiiti/, (IIJS) 

Special SubsCTiptioo ^Ica fur 1 copka 

it montIn (U.S. 6 C^n^d* ^.56) 

4 monthf Wi (I3.5D1 

AIR MAIL Suhflcriplicitt Ralex 
^l■REEDO^f b3 Air Mail, 

ANARC*in by Surface Alaill 

12 moflthi St/- (UJ^. 4 C<AnA<SA 54.D0i| 

Po^ilul SuK^TiplInn RattN (ri FREEDOM 
unh. 

I |« 1H11«| II/. (UA. 4 C«n«ii SI) 

S mCintht. (M lUkiM) t/V 1:^1 .Sfl) 

3 mofltiu 1C liiuvi) 5/. (w.ini 

Air ^lail HubKription Rule% to 
FREEDOM only. 

I vtar 140 iittiu) 40/. 

CKiauH, P.O.'i «Tid Utinmf OrdirA ^&uld b« 
nad* out to FftikDOM PRBS. croHud */= 
artd oddroutd to tho publSiK«4-i 

FREtDOM PRESS 

I7d MAXWELL ROAD 
LONDON, S.W,4. ENGLAND 
T«l: RENOWN 3736. 
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